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Annette O’Meara explores Lisbon’s destination wedding potential 

popular seaside towns of Cascais and Estoril 
and the pretty town of Sintra, in the foothills 
of Portugal’s Sintra Mountains – all three are 
accessible from Lisbon and fast becoming 
popular places to tie the knot for Irish couples. 

Even last December when I visited, the 
temperatures were very reasonable (about 15 
degrees and sunny). You can get married on 
the beach, in the mountains, in a garden, or in 
the hotel if the weather doesn’t play ball (but 
generally it does) - or you can have a really 
fancy ceremony in one of the area’s many lavish 
palaces. Both religious and civil services are 
catered for, so no problem there.

The beauty of choosing one of these venues 
is ease of access; there are direct flights with 

Ryanair and Aer Lingus, so prices are very 
competitive –meetings with your wedding 
planner can be done in a weekend. 

A little, orientation – Cascais is an old fishing 
village-turned-cosmopolitan coastal town, 
located in what’s known as the Portuguese 
Riviera, 30km west of Lisbon. Sintra is a resort 
town in the foothills of the Sintra Mountains, 
which was designated as a world heritage site by 
UNESCO in 1995. It’s dotted with castles, villas 
and palaces – it’s like Disney, only for real. Estoril 
is an equally beautiful town in the municipality 
of Cascais, close by and almost merged with its 
neighbouring parish. So, what type of wedding 
would you like?

IF YOU’RE PLANNING a destination wedding and 
your criteria includes guaranteed good weather, 
all-in packages and beautiful backdrops, 
Portugal is the perfect place. Temperatures rise 
to 35 degrees in summer, and in winter it can 
be pretty warm too. There’s stunning coastline 
and mountains to choose from, for venues and 
wedding photography; the food and wine is 
high quality and Portugal has options for every 
wedding size and budget. 

Whether you want a beach wedding, a shabby 
chic bash or a grander affair in a Portuguese 
palace, Lisbon has it all. And by Lisbon, I mean 
three beautiful places about half an hour’s 
drive outside the country’s capital. They are the 

PORTUGAL
PLANNINGQ

ui
nt

a 
da

 R
eg

al
ei

ra
_R

ui
Cu

nh
a∏

Tu
ri

sm
o 

Ca
sc

ai
s

➥

Confetti_Summer_16-p199-200.indd   199 11/03/2016   7:24 p.m.



200  |  confetti.ie

BEACH WEDDING 
Coconuts by the Sea is a fab oceanfront venue 
that can cater for up to 400 guests, with a 
large outdoor terrace. Once the nuptials and 
wedding cocktails on the terrace are over, guests 
will be wined and dined at the venue and the 
wedding package (arribabythesea.com) includes 
dinner, an open bar, disco and dressing. You 
can dance the night away with the ocean view 
as your wedding backdrop. A wedding for 50 
guests will start from €10,000 and the local 
wedding planner, Claudia Gameiro will help with 
decoration, flowers, catering services and hair/
beauty salons for the big event.

GARDEN PARTY 
The Atlantic garden, or more private Fountain 
garden at the five-star boutique hotel, 
Senhora de Guia is a beautiful option. It 
offers various destination wedding packages 
(destinationweddingsinportugal.com) which 
include ceremony, cocktail, dinner, DJ, wedding 
cake and open bar. And there’s a Catholic church 
and Irish priest nearby if you’re that way inclined. 

The bridal suite overlooks the Fountain Garden 
and your reception can be held in either garden 
or at the hotel’s Michelin-starred Terrassa 
Restaurant. Packages in winter start from 
€6,900 and go up to €14,900 in high summer. 

PALACE PARTY 
For something a bit more lavish and upmarket, 
getting married in a Portuguese palace is 
another option. Sintra is the place to visit if 
you want to check out palaces and castles. 
The 19th century National Palace of Pena 
(weddingvenuesportugal.com) is the stuff of 
fairytales. You can get married on the castle’s 
rooftop, have cocktails on one of the palace’s 
patios during which time guests can go on a 
guided tour of the place and then later, the 
wedding meal is served in the Hall of Arches 
which can accommodate up to 120 guests and a 

DJ, or you can party on the patio. 

We visited the Palace of Monserrate just outside 
Sintra which has a mixture of gothic, Indian and 
Moorish architectural influences; it also has a 
magnificent park with a botanical garden feel, 
where plant species from around the world 
are grown and organised according to their 
geographical origins. Your wedding ceremony 
can be held in the ruins of the palace’s old 
chapel, in the music room or side rooms. A luxury 
wedding package here for up to 50 guests costs 
€18,000, maximum capacity is 72. 

VINTAGE BASH 
For those who want an intimate wedding that’s 
just a little bit different and won’t break the 
bank, The Quinta might be just the thing. Again in 
the Sintra Mountains and just 15 minutes from 
Cascais, this old estate house (or quinta) has a 
chapel if you want a religious ceremony, but also 
gardens and plenty of outdoor possibilities for 
the nuptials. You can also have a civil ceremony 
in the old church. This rustic venue is specially 
designed for vintage weddings in Portugal 
and can accommodate up to 20 people, so it's 
perfect for small weddings. It can cater for 
groups of up to 200 people for the wedding day, 
with accommodation booked in the surrounding 
area. 

Wedding planner Claudia Gameiro runs the 
Quinta (myvintageweddingportugal.com) as well 
as being a wedding planner for several of the 
venues we visited in Cascais and Estoril. 

In May and October 2016, a long weekend 
wedding with a three-night stay for up to 20 
guests (and 50 guests attending the wedding) 
will cost €11,900. This includes the ceremony, 
flowers, venue rental, vintage chairs and sofas, 
chapel decoration, wedding cocktails, a four-
course meal and open bar. 

For more info , log on to visitportugal.com.

PLANNING DEETS
We travelled to Cascais by flying 
from Dublin to Lisbon courtesy 
of the Portuguese Tourist Board. 
You can fly with Aer Lingus or 
Ryanair. Cascais is about 40 
minutes from Lisbon airport. We 
stayed at a gorgeous hotel on the 
beach called Fortaleza Do Guincho 
(fortalezadoguincho.com) formerly 
a military fortress built in 1642 
to protect Lisbon from pirates! It 
was converted into a hotel in the 
1950s and has preservation orders 
to maintain its historical integrity. 
A room can cost as little as €100 
in low season, so you can plan a 
girlie getaway with your besties 
and plan the wedding! From here 
you can walk along the beach, surf, 
swim, play golf or go trekking in the 
nearby Sintra Mountains. To contact 
Claudia, the wedding planner see 
lisbonweddingplanner.com and for 
more on this region check estoril-
portugal.com and visitportugal.com.

WHERE TO EAT
We ate lunch at the Mar do Inferno 
(mardoinferno.com) on our first 
day; fresh locally caught fish is a 
speciality here. Later that night we 
dined at the Hemingway restaurant 
(hemingwaycascais.com). For a fine 
dining experience while you’re over 
researching your wedding, check out 
Penha Longa. (penhalonga.com) 
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